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A P u bl ica t ion  of t h e P i lgr im  Ba p t i s t  Ch u r ch  — R ock for d , Il l in ois  

WEEKLY SERVICES 

 

WEDNESDAYS: 

  6:00 pm —Prayer  Service 

  7:00 pm —Bible Study 

 

SUNDAYS: 

  9:00 am —Sunday School 

10:30 am —Worship Service 

FIRST-YEAR REFLECTIONS 

R ev. Dr . Ken n et h  R . Boa r d , S en ior  P a st or /S er va n t  Lea d er  

It  does not  seem  tha t  I have 

been the pastor  of Pilgr im  Bapt ist  

Church for  over  a  yea r ! A songwriter  

sa id, “It’s funny how tim e slips away!”  

Mar ilyn  and I a re r ichly blessed to be 

here and surrounded by such a  grea t  

cloud of loving witnesses for J esus 

Chr ist .  After  a r r iving in  Rockford on 

Septem ber  30, 2005 and leaving m y 

fam ily and fr iends in  the South , I won-

dered, "What m anner of m an is this who 

leaves everyth ing to follow God and the 

call of a congregation?" 

I marvel a t  the sense of hum or 

God had to t ransplant  a  southern  child 

of the Civil Rights Movement  out  of the 

bosom  of the Deep South  to the bedrock 

cornfields of the fr igid Midwest  without 

the incidence of culture shock or  frost -

bite. 

When I a r r ived in  Rockford a  

yea r  ago, I knew few people.  Now, sev-

era l hundred people with in  Pilgr im  and 

in  the city of Rockford em brace m e with 

love, prayer , encouragement , and sup-

por t  and warmly greet  m e a s a  m an of 

God and the shepherd of Pilgr im . 

A serm on I preached, “Is Favor Fair?”, rem inded me of the wonderful favor  I have 

exper ienced since a r r iving a t  Pilgr im .  I am  r ichly blessed by the stella r  reputa tion tha t  Pil-

gr im  has a s a  leading congrega t ion in  the Rock River  Va lley, and I stand on the shoulders of 

pastora l giants such a s the la te Rev. Dr . Eldr idge H. E. Gilber t  and Rev. Dr . Steve Bland 

who were socia l and spir itua l act ivist s in  th is com munity. 

               God has invited m e to join Him  in  the grea t  work of renewing the vision for  Pilgr im  

as we seek to ra ise up a  genera t ion of gifted young people who love God with  a ll of their  

hea r ts and souls.  Our  Sunday worship seems to go higher  and higher!  We a re a  congrega -

t ion  with  a  hea r t  for  a ll people and a re blessed to see people from  different  ethnic back-

grounds, gender , and ages join  our  fellowship.  The vision tha t  God gave me in  Novem ber, 

1996 a fter  reading Habakkuk 2:1-3 is being lived out  a t  Pilgr im  Bapt ist  Church. 

I was tea r ful with joy a s I thought  about how m y grandm other saw a  pastor  in  me 

a s a  child and nur tured m e to believe in  God and to m a inta in  an  openness to love a ll people, 

and now God has blessed me with  a  congrega t ion tha t  loves people the way I do!  I have been 

given a  sacred t rust  in  Pilgr im  which I joyfully accept  from  God. 

In  closing, I thank God for  you—Pilgr im  m embers, Ebenezer  m em bers, fam ily, and 

fr iends—who planned and executed two spir it -filled weekends for  m y insta lla t ion  and anni-

versa ry services and who blessed us with  so m any gifts, ca rds, words of encouragement , and 

prayers. 

To m y fam ily and fr iends in the South , please continue to pray for  us, visit  us, and 

speak of us often  when you ga ther .  We a re m oving in  God’s speed, favor , and anoint ing! 

 

Rev. Dr. Kenneth R. Board 

(Photo by Janie Wilson-Cook) 



 

REFLECTIONS ON PILGRIM’S NEWSLETTER 

By R ev. Dr. Kenneth  R . Board 

 

This newslet ter  is the vision  of a  ret iree from  a  m ajor  com pany here in  

Rockford, Mrs. Helen  Ware, ou r  editor .  We are deeply indebted to her  for  the 

excellence we view m on th ly as we anxiously peruse t he newslet ter . 

She cam e to see m e ear ly in  m y pastora te to say, “Pastor Board, you  

are m oving so quick ly in the R ockford  com m unity, m eeting people, and gaining 

their respect that we need to chronicle your and Pilgrim 's achievem ents in  a 

newsletter for perpetu ity.”  Wha t  a  vision ! Decem ber , 2006 m arks the fir s t  

ann iversary of th is publica t ion . 

I have chosen  not  to be the focus of the newslet ter .  Ra ther , I have 

m oved aside so tha t  the readers can  see a ll the ach ievem en ts and com m itm en t  

of the fine m em bers of Pilgr im  whom  I serve as Servan t  Leader!  They are th e 

ones who in spire m e to keep long hours and to witness in  th is com m unity. 

I extend m y personal congra tu la t ions to the newslet ter  st a ff for  their  

fine work th is past  year  and pray tha t  God will cont inue to r ich ly bless their  

effor t s. 
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HOW TO SUBMIT 

INFORMATION 

 

        We welcom e your  ideas, 

news item s, and a r t icles, which 

m ay be placed in the Newslet ter  

m a il slot  nea r  the church office. 

Our  goa l is tha t  the new slet t er  

w i l l  be a va i la ble on  t he fi r st  

Sund a y of ea ch  m onth .  Infor-

m a t ion is requested by the 15th 

of the preceding month . 

      All published informat ion 

will have been reviewed and/or  

edited by the Pastor  and the edi-

tor ia l sta ff. 

 

 

 

 

To Ou r  

R ea d er s: 

 

  

We Wish  You  

 

A Blessed  

Ch r ist m a s 

 

An d  P ea ce in  t h e 

N ew  Yea r ! 

 

 

EVENTS CALENDAR 

(Also see Weekly S ervices on  Page 1) 

 DECEMBER, 2006 

   03   Sunday      10:30 am —Morning Worship, Com m union 

   10   Sunday      10:30 am —Morning Worship—”Unlim ited  Praise” 

   17   Sunday      10:30 am —Morning Worship 

   17   Su n day     6:00 pm —Ch ris tm as Th e atre  P rodu ction  at P ilgrim  

   24   Sunday      10:30 am —Morning Worship—”Unlim ited  Praise” 

   25   Monday     CHRISTMAS DAY 

   31   Sunday      10:30 am —Morning Worship 

   31   Su n day    10:00 pm —Ne w  Ye ar’s  Eve  Se rv ice  (food  a nd  fel low - 

                                                      sh ip  a ft er  12:00 Mid nigh t ) 

J ANUARY, 2007 

   05   Sunday      10:30 am —Morning Worship, Com m union 

   12   Sunday      10:30 am — Morning Worship—”Unlim ited  Praise”  

   19   Sunday      10:30 am — Morning Worship 

   26   Sunday      10:30 am —Morning Worship—”Unlim ited  Praise” 

CONGRATULATIONS . . . On  Your Spec ia l Day! 

 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

 DECEMBER, 2006: 

   01   Newslet ter  (First Anniversary) 

   02   Douglas and Lorra ine Thurm ond 

           (61st Wedding Anniversary) 

   04   Phyllis J ohnson 

   05   Donna Hyacinthe 

   05   Roby J ohnson 

   09   Mother  Orethay Avant  

   09   Sedr ick and Donna  Hyacinthe 

          (Wedding Anniversary) 

   13   Minister  J aque Robinson 

   16   Lorra ine Thurmond 

   18   Er icia  Ha ll 

   20   J er ry Owens, Sr . 

   22   J oAnne Bla tcher 

   24    Sam antha  LeShoure 

DECEMBER, 2006 (cont inued) 

   24   Kar li Wright  

   25   Bir th  of J esus, the Christ ! 

   26   Shur ice Hunter 

   29   Elnora  Newton 

   30   Deondra  Harvey 

 

J ANUARY, 2007 

   01   Whitné Sim pson  

   05   Deacon Sam  Gaynor 

   13   Sean Hyacinthe 

   16   Sha ron Thurm ond 

   21   Maur ice Ha ll 

   22   Diedre Harvey 

   22   Ca rm en J ordan 

   24   J ean Ware 



 

O, COME YE! 

 

t o th e 

 

P ILGRIM CHRISTMAS THEATRE 

P RODUCTION 

on  

S u n d a y, Decem ber  17, 2006 

a t  6:00 p .m . 

 

Br in g your  fa m i ly a n d  fr ien d s a nd  

be blessed  a t  t h is w on d er fu l  even t  

t h a t  celebr a tes th e m ir a cle th a t  is 

CHRIS Tm a s! 

 

 

A TRIBUTE TO P ILGRIM’S YOUTH! 
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Con gratu lation s  

to  Ch ris  Robinson  

 

. . . for  w in n in g t h e J u n ior  

A c h i e v e m e n t  “ 2 0 2 6 

Con t est ” for  Gr a d e S ch ool  

Level  4. 

             Chr is, a  4th  grader  a t  

Rolling Green  School, wrote 

an  essay to descr ibe how he 

sees Rockford in  20 years.  

He received accolades a t  th e 

Annual J un ior  Ach ievem en t  breakfast  held a t  

Giovann i's on  October  3. 

             We are proud tha t  Chr is is a  represen ta t ive 

of ou r  fu tu re — and tha t  h e’s a lready plann ing it ! 

             Chr is’ m om  is Let i t i a  McEa st la n d , who 

sings in  Pilgr im ’s Mass Choir  and volun teers with  

the J un ior  Ach ievem en t  program .  

 

Th a n k  you , Chr is.  We a r e p rou d  of you ! 

             We cu rren t ly live in  a  t im e so fu ll of chaos, it  

seem s the on ly t im e ou r  young people are m en t ioned 

in  the m edia  is when  th ey have con t r ibu ted to th a t  

chaos!  We seldom  hear  of those who con t inually bless 

their  paren ts and others with  their  effect ive effor t s to 

ach ieve not  on ly personal excellence bu t  to bless 

som eone else in  the process!. 

             Such  has been  the work of Pilgr im ’s you th  for  

m any genera t ions — and th is past  year  was no 

except ion .  J u st  when  we though t  they cou ldn ’t  ou tdo 

them selves, they did!  The second Sunday of each  

m on th  has been  set  a side for  ou r  “You t h  in  

S er v ice”, whereby the young people conduct  the 

m orn ing worsh ip service. 

             On  Sunday, Novem ber  12, Pilgr im  m em bers 

and guests were royally blessed th rough  ou r  you th  as 

they led the m orn ing worsh ip. 

             Our  young people gave the invocat ion , read 

the announcem en ts, conducted the responsive 

reading of scr iptu res, and led the welcom e an d 

fellowsh ip of ou r  visitor s.  In  addit ion , the n e w  

You t h  Ch oir  under  the direct ion  of Mr . Ma u r ice 

Ha l l , Min ister  of Mu sic, sang to ou r  spir it s as 

Un lim ited Pra ise II touched ou r  hear t s with  their  

dance of pra ise.  Wh at  a  blessed service! 

             Throughou t  the year , ou r  you th  have used 

their  boundless energies to lead us to h igher  levels of 

service, pra ise, and worsh ip.   

 

             Dur ing the fir st  week in  J u ly, Pilgr im ’s 

you th  successfu lly hosted the you th  group from  

Tabernacle Bapt ist  Church  of Carrollton , Georgia  

in  a  S u m m er  You t h  Miss ion  P r oject , du r ing 

wh ich  service was provided to the Rockford Rescue 

Mission  and som e sen ior  r esiden ts near  Pilgr im . 

             Pilgr im ’s young pra ise dancers, Un l im i t ed  

P r a ise I a n d  Un l im i t ed  P r a ise II, have long 

blessed m any in  Pilgr im  and th roughou t  the 

Rockford area  with  their  un ique expressions of 

pra ise under  the direct ion  of Ma t t i  Ch a p p el  an d 

ta len ted a ssist an t s.  Also lift ing us up in  pra ise are 

the P i lgr im  S t ep p er s , form ed th is year  under  the 

leadersh ip of Ca r m en  J or d a n . 

             In  addit ion  to their  h igh  personal and 

academ ic ach ievem en ts, ou r  you th  find t im e to give 

of them selves to the work of their  chu rch  and the 

com m unity.  They often  assist  other  m in ist r ies of 

the church—som et im es serving food, helping to 

decora te, or  whatever  else is needed.  One recen t  

exam ple of giving was “An  Even in g of P r a ise” 

held by Evon  S a m s with  h is saxophone for  the 

benefit  of ou r  proposed eleva tor  wing 

             In  between  a ll th is hard work, ou r  you th  

know how to have fun  — such  as was had a t  their  

“Sleep-Over /Barbeque” held a t  the church  and th e 

Boards’ hom e. 

  

 (Also see p hot os on  P a ge 4)  
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Pilgr im  and Tabernacle Youth  

Pilgr im  Youth   a t  the “Big Event” 

The “Pilgr im  Steppers” —  new in  2006 

“Sleep-Over" Fun a t  Pilgr im  

Tabernacle Youth  enjoying the J uly 4 

“Big Event” a t  Pilgr im  

KUDOS! . . . TO P ILGRIM’S YOUTH! 

KUDOS! . . . to ou r  you th  who display excellence in  a ll they do.  The following photos were previously 

published in  “The Pilgr im  Messenger” and show som e of the you ths’ act ivit ies du r ing 2006. 

 

Evon Sam s 

and his 

com panion 

sax , “’Lil’ 

Brother”, 

per form ed 

dur ing “An 

Evening of 

Praise” a t  

Pilgr im  to 

benefit  the 

Eleva tor 

Fund. 

MOR E NEWS TO COME ABOUT OUR  YOUTH 

An advoca te for  our  youth , Mr . For est  P r ice , had suggested we put  m ore 

focus on our  youth—their  persona l achievements as well a s their  church and 

com m unity act ivit ies.  Dur ing 2007 and beyond, our  newslet ter  will fea ture 

m ore inform a t ion about  our  youth  a s we receive it .  Sooooooooo . . . young 

p eop le, p a r en t s, you t h  lea d er s — we need to hea r from  you!  Please see 

Mr. Pr ice or  leave your  inform a t ion with  the church office. 


